
Mustang Echoes
“The Voice of MHS”

Dates to 
Remember:

September 26th
Homecoming parade (6:00)
Homecoming game
vs. Reading (7:30)

September 27th
Homecoming dance 
(9:00-12:00)

October 15th
PSAT
Cap & Gown assembly

October 22nd
Early Release (1:00)

October 31st
Senior picture, memory 
page, quote, and baby
picture due

November 7th
No school

November 20th-22nd
Fall play, Anne Frank

November 26th-28th
No school
Thanksgiving Break

MHS

     

Homecoming 2008: 

A Day at the Zoo
Johnny Carpenter

     It’s that time of year again…Homecoming! The Madeira Mustangs are poised 
and ready to demolish the Reading Blue Devils on our home turf. Put aside all the 
hype and small talk, and our Mustangs are ready for anything. This year’s team has 
changed drastically…new coaching staff, new offense, tougher defense—all adding up 
to what many experts claim will be the formula for a winning team. 
     The 2008 Mustangs were hit hard by graduation, losing some very talented 
athletes, but this year’s senior class could prove to be even stronger. With starting 
halfback Will McClanahan coming back from a great season last year, the ‘Stang 
running game looks to tear up the turf once again.  Also, starting quarterback Kyle 
Voisard looks to lead the team to a huge victory Homecoming night.  Kyle will be
 looking to connect to his reliable and talented wide receivers Chris Ballweg, David 
Wood, and Patrick O’Leary.  The big dogs who will provide Will and Kyle all the 
protection they need include Brian Wagers, Cole Hayes, Rob Braun, and Brad Rusk. 
After interviewing several of the varsity players, they want nothing less than the best 
out of everyone on game night. Despite a worthy adversary in the presence of the 
Reading Blue Devils, look for the men of Madeira to prevail! 
     The Homecoming parade will start at approximately 6:00 p.m., and the game kicks 
off at 7:30. The parade will feature the class floats, our outstanding marching band, 
and the homecoming court, and then on Saturday night the students at Madeira High 
School look to enter the “wild” and have a crazy “day at the zoo!”  
     So strap on your most zany animal outfits and get out there and show everyone 
who is the real “king of the jungle.” Who wouldn’t want to see some of their best friends 
in a zoo-like guise?  The dance begins at 9:00 in the high school cafeteria, with tickets 
currently on sale for only $6. Come ready for a great time!  



SPOTLIGHT
New Student Spotlight

Megan Korengel & Katy Scherer

Zach Adams
Freshman
Milford Jr. High School
Favorite activity: skateboarding 
Favorite movie: The Dark Knight
“I like Madeira so far because there is a lot more to do.”

Rebekah Butler
Junior
Henry Clay High School in Lexington, KY
Favorite color: teal
Favorite activity: fishing
“Madeira is different from my last school because it’s tiny here.”

Welcome to MHS

Zach, Rebekah, Josh, Joe, Kevin, 
Exodus, Blake, Dan, Richard,

Jennifer, Jonna, Mai, Joe, Dan,
Monquel, Matt, Drew, Maria, 

Mackenzi, Ariana, David, Spenser, 
Brittany, Jake, Brendan, Katie, 

and Abby



SPOTLIGHT
Josh Carpenter
Freshman
OHVA (Ohio Virtual Academy)
Favorite color: white
Favorite Movie: Rush Hour 3 
“Madeira is different from my last school because I’m not at home being taught.”

Kevin Costello
Freshman
St. Gertrude School
Favorite movie: Hot Rod
Favorite TV show: Scrubs
“Madeira is different from my last school because it is bigger.”

Exodus Edmerson
Sophomore
Covington Latin in Burlington, Kentucky
Birthday: November 9th
Favorite TV show: Ripley’s Believe It or Not
“Madeira is different from my last school because it has a better dress 
code and nicer people.”

Blake Fajack
Freshman
Kammerer Middle School in Louisville, Kentucky
Favorite activity: playing video games
Favorite books: Harry Potter series
“I like Madeira so far because it is easier to find everything.”



SPOTLIGHT
Dan Hofmann
Freshman
Indian Hill Schools
Favorite TV show: Scrubs
Favorite activity: playing the bass
“I don’t know how Madeira is different from my last school yet.”

Richard Herndon
Freshman
Cincinnati Country Day School
Favorite TV show: The Colbert Report
Favorite band: The Killers

Jennifer Lamb
Freshman
Finneytown Schools
Favorite color: purple
Favorite activity: band
“So far, Madeira has been good and it is different because it is high school.”

Jonna Moeller
Junior
Exchange student, Sweden
Favorite activity: singing
Favorite TV shows: Scrubs, Friends, and The O.C.
“Madeira is different than my last school because it has more rules 
and the school is bigger.”



SPOTLIGHT
Mai Rottinghaus
Freshman
St. Gertrude School
Favorite sport: soccer
Favorite music: hip-hop and rap
“Madeira is different from my last school because 
it’s public and doesn’t have religion class.”

Joe Schneider
Freshman
Milford Schools
Favorite sport: basketball
Favorite music: rock ‘n’ roll
“So far, Madeira is most excellent!”

Dan Schroeder
Sophomore
Moeller High School
Favorite music artist: Miles Davis
Favorite movie: Pulp Fiction
“Madeira is different from my last school because there are girls.”





SPOTLIGHT
New Staff Spotlight

David Wood

Lynn Kohel
Q: What do you teach at Madeira?
A: Spanish 1,2,3
Q: Did you work at another school before Madeira?
A: Yes, CCD, Batavia, Raymond Walters, Finneytown, Lakota East, 
Ritss
Q: What college did you attend?
A: UC
Q: What is your favorite part of Madeira so far?
A: The friendly, polite students, the warm facility, and students’ com-
mitment in the classroom.
Q: Have you always wanted to be a teacher, why or why not?
A: No, at first I wanted to be in International business (accounting), 
but was told by many that I had a “knack” for teaching and working 
with students.

Jen Bruening
Q: What do you teach at Madeira?
A: Latin!
Q: Did you work at another school before Madeira?
A: Yes, Wyoming.
Q: What college did you attend?
A: Ball State University.
Q: What is your favorite part of Madeira so far?
A: Meeting all my new Latin students and reading, “Hot Homeric 
Hymns” with my Latin AP class.
Q: Have you always wanted to be a teacher, why or why not?
A: Always, you can even check my “about the Author page” in my 
Young Author’s book that I wrote at Dumont!



SPOTLIGHT
Stephanie Ruehlmann
Q: What do you teach at Madeira?
A: English 11
Q: Did you work at another school before Madeira?
A: No
Q: What college did you attend?
A: Miami U
Q: What is your favorite part of Madeira so far?
A: The students, they are smart, fun, and welcoming.
Q: Have you always wanted to be a teacher, why or why not?
A: It took me a couple of years to figure out what I wanted to do, but once 
I did I was really excited to.

Ray Spicher
Q: What do you teach at Madeira?
A: Principal
Q: Did you work at a school before Madeira and if yes, what 
school?
A: Yes, Princeton high school (6 years), Cincinnati Public Schools (30 
years)
Q: What college did you attend?
A: Undergrad at UC, Med at XU
Q: What is your favorite part of Madeira so far?
A: The students and the quality work that they do
Q: Have you always wanted to be a teacher, why or why not?
A: Yes, My high school basketball coach inspired me to work with kids. 
He was the most demanding person that I have ever known but helped 
me realize that he wanted what was best for me. I have held the same 
philosophy for my career.



SPOTLIGHT
Mr. Spicher

The Man Behind the Desk
Lauren Christman

     You all know we have a new principal this year, but you probably don’t know he has worn a dress 
in public.  Read to learn more about the life and times of Principal Spicher!

Q: Where did you work before coming to Madeira?
A: My most recent job was at Princeton, where I worked for 6 years.  Before that, I worked at Cincin-
nati Public for over 30 years and Shroder Paideia for 9 years.
Q: What’s your favorite thing about Madeira so far?
A: The students.  At any school, what makes the school is the students.  I’m really impressed with the 
kids at Madeira.  I like the small atmosphere because it gives me a chance to get to know the stu-
dents better.  At Princeton I felt more separated from the students. I told my wife the only way I would 
ever go back to being a principal was if it was at a small school where everyone was connected, and 
Madeira is one of those schools.
Q: What do you like to do in your spare time?
A: I play a lot of golf.  I have two grandkids I like spending time with and a third on the way.  I also 
enjoy hanging out and relaxing with my family.
Q: What is your favorite TV show?
A: Good question.  I would have to say Prison Break.
Q: Do you have any special talents or abilities?
A: No, and I wish I did.  My musical and artistic abilities are non-existent. I wish I could develop a 
hobby, but I have no skills.
Q: What’s the craziest thing that’s ever happened to you as a principal?
A: I’ve done some funny stuff.  I used to make challenges with the student body during Pennies for 
Pasta.  Princeton was always very high-ranked in the country for that fundraiser. I decided to chal-
lenge the students to raise a certain amount of money, and if they reached their goal, I would spend a 
day on the roof of the school wearing a dress.  They easily reached their goal, and I held up my end 
of the bargain.  Another time I had to do the same thing wearing a bear suit.
Q: What’s one thing about you that not many people know?
A: That’s a great question.  You know, I’m a pretty uncomplicated person.  People may not know my 
background.  I grew up in Maryland in the Appalachians.  My grandparents were farmers, and my dad 
was a coal miner and truck driver.  He was also a prisoner of war during World War II.  Stalag 17 was 
a movie about POWs filmed ten miles from where my grandparents lived.
Q: Is there anything else you would like to tell the students reading this interview?
A: I just want them to know how excited I am to be here and to have this opportunity.  I’m a very ap-
proachable person, and I hope students will come talk to me if they ever need anything.



SPOTLIGHT
Matt Luther’s

Top Ten Returning MHS Athletes
10.Will McClanahan (Football)

9.Cameron Malone (Basketball, Baseball)
8.Doug Tuke (Golf, Basketball, Tennis)

7.Alexa Beirne (Soccer, Basketball)
6.Nate Gulick (Golf, Basketball, Baseball)

5.Robbie Tudor (Football, Soccer, Basketball, Baseball)
4.Brooke Van Skaik (Golf)

3.Sarah Hammit (Volleyball, Basketball, Softball)
2.Lauren Dehan (Track, Cross Country)

1.Johnny Carpenter (Wrestling)

Johnny Carpenter, Cameron Malone, Nate Gulick, Doug Tuke, Robbie Tudor, 
Brooke Van Skaik, Sarah Hammitt, Lauren Dehan, Alexa Beirne

Not pictured: Will McClanahan



Fashion Spotlight:
Emily Feist

Abby Gilfilen

    You know how celebrities almost always have links to their own custom clothing line?  You know how they 
always have their clothes personalized and made just for them?  Well, what about your fellow students?  No, 
I’m not talking about kid celebrities, or those few that somehow still have a knack for sewing.  I’m talking about 
the ones that make their fashion their own.  No, this article isn’t about pure trends, but individuality.
    In this case, colorful, fashionable individuality.  First, I’ve interviewed Emily Feist, a freshman.  Like many of 
her friends, and much of the school, Feist likes playing sports, and has a congenial personality.  She like colors 
and Converse sneakers, and looks like a cross between a soccer star and a Delia’s model.  Here is a brief 
interview I conducted with  Emily:

Q:  Do you have an inspiration for your style?  Or do you just wear what you want?
A:  I just wear what I want.  I like bright colors and lots of bracelets, and 
I decided that shoes were what I want to focus on, I have about all the 
converse colors.
Q:  What is your “view on fashion”?
A: I think people should try to be original and try different fashions to see 
what they like the most.
Q:  What is the most fashionable movie?
A:  Juno, because of Juno’s wardrobe in the movie, I really like her clothes.
Q: What’s the most fashionable song?
A: I really like The Klaxons and their song Magik, it’s really crazy and 
energetic.
Q: When was the first time you started dressing like this?
A: Two years ago because I always wore soccer clothes but wanted to be more colorful.
Q: Was it an act of rebellion?  Or did your parents give their approval? 
A: No [It wasn’t an act of rebellion].  They didn’t really care, but thought it was fine because I don’t 
wear bad clothes or anything.
Q: What is your least favorite thing about mainstream fashion? Or do you like it?
A: I dislike the models weight (being all anorexic and skinny) But I like high fashion because it’s like 
art, but instead of a canvas and paint, designers use models and crazy clothes and materials.
Q:  What is your favorite quote?
A:  “The (k)night is darkest just before the dawn, and I promise, the dawn is coming”-The Dark Knight

SPOTLIGHT



SPORTS
Mustang Football

Interview with Coach Arcuri

What is your current record?
2-3 with losses to Schroder (28-21), CHCA (32-9), Indian Hill (53-13) and a win against North College 
Hill (16-13) and Mariemont (20-14 OT)

Who are the key athletes on your team?
All of our seniors have to be key contributors: Chris Ballweg, Kyle Voisard, Brad Rusk, David Wood, 
Brian Wagers, Rob Braun, Cole Hayes, Patrick O’Leary, Will McClanahan, Rob Tudor

What are your strengths?
The current strength of our team now lies in our quickness. We have decent team speed; we need to 
continue to utilize this in our upcoming games.

What are your weaknesses?
We have only 38 players on our roster. With this lack of depth and lack of rest for our starters, injuries 
are a big problem.

What are your predictions for the end of the season and postseason?
There is a great deal of parity in the  league this season. With the exception of a few teams at the top, 
the race for a winning season is a viable goal. To speculate beyond that is a bad idea.



SPORTS
The Claws Are Out: 

Cincinnati Bearcats Football Update #1
Ryan Orme

    
      Football fans in Cincinnati have had a rough time in the past.  In fact, this year the Bengals already seem 
like a bust.  It used to be that the only good non-high school football team that Cincinnatians could root for was 
Ohio State, but this year things are different. 
      This year the Bearcats are nationally ranked in some polls, mostly due to their returning starters on offense 
and defense.  The most notable of Cincinnati’s returning starters are 
Preseason All American Mike Mickens(#21), All American defensive tackle 
Terrill Byrd(#95), and wide receivers Dominick Goodman(#16) and Marcus
 Barnett(#85).  The team seems to be loaded with experience on both sides
 of the ball, with the only major points of concern being the offensive line and 
at the quarterback position.  Most of the media coverage that the team 
receives tends to wrongfully focus on Ben Mauk and his struggle with the
 NCAA.  However after Mauk was repeatedly denied Dustin Grutza(#4) was
 named the starter for the Eastern Kentucky game.  The current starter for
the Bearcats is Tony Pike(#15), a 6’6” graduate of reading, and this is due to 
Grutza’s injury during the Oklahoma game.  The other big story of the 
off-season is Connor Barwin’s (#89) switch from tight end to defensive end. 
 This switch was made to fill the void left by former Cincinnati defensive ends
 Anthony Hoke and Angelo Craig who are now on the Bengals’ roster.
     After thrashing the Colonels 40-7 in the opener, the Bearcats will begin to prepare for their most important 
game of the season.  Dustin Grutza completed 21 of 28 pass attempts for 296 yards and 3 touchdowns.  
Grutza, along with Rb John Goebel (#22), also had a rushing touchdown.  Dominick Goodman and Marty 
Gilyard both had over 100 yards receiving and 2 touchdowns apiece.  Freshman DJ Woods (#3) surprised the 
fans with a few nice punt returns.  Woods is a very talented young wide receiver with excellent speed and good 
return skills that should help the Bearcats against faster teams such as West Virginia further down the road.  
The only real downer of the night was that kicker Jake Rogers (#97) couldn’t seem to kick an extra point.  
Rogers was replaced by kicker Brandon Yingling (#92) for the game at Oklahoma, however Rogers still has 
kickoff duties.
     Now for the bad news: the Bearcats were thrashed by the Oklahoma Sooners as many experts predicted 
would happen, The number one problem with the Bearcats’ offense was the offensive lines’ inability to pass 
block.  Dustin Grutza had no time to stand in the pocket and deliver good balls like he did against Eastern 
Kentucky, and he ended up leaving the game with a fractured fibula.  The highlights of the night were Brandon 
Underwood’s interception return, and the amazing performance of Marty Gilyard who was the Bearcats’ #1 
receiving threat.  Gilyard also returned a kickoff in the first half to bring the Bearcats within a touchdown of the 
Sooners.  In the end the Bearcats lost 52-20, however the game was still close until the end of the 3rd quarter.  
Looking forward the Bearcat’s main challenge will be adjusting to the loss of quarterback Dustin Grutza, who 
will eventually be able to return to the team this season after he recovers from surgery.



      For now Tony Pike will start at quarterback, but Demetrius Jones, the transfer from Notre Dame is rumored 
to make some appearances to add more speed to the offenses’ artillery.
     With a lot of senior leadership and a talented young group of freshmen, Brian Kelly’s squad seems poised 
to challenge for a championship in the Big East.  I will bring more updates as the season progresses, now get 
out there and root for the cats!

SPORTS

2008 Fall Homecoming Court Attendants 

                       Freshmen:                                         Juniors:

                         Bob Tensmeyer                                             Austin Glass
                           Liesl Hartz                                                 Mary Christoff

                      Sophomores:                                       Seniors:

                       Cody Rizzuto                         Mike Tensmeyer          Yeliz Sozeri
                         Allie Ballweg                             Alex Benson        Katherine Herndon
                                                                        Zach Ellsworth         Molly Christoff
                                                                     Chandler Stevens         Sarah Urwin



SPORTS
Boys Soccer

Interview with Coach Unger

Q. What is your current record?
A. 2-4-1
Q. Who are the key athletes on your team?
A. Nate Miller has been sensational in the middle of our defense, and Zach Ellsworth has been sur-
prisingly outstanding in the goal.  Robbie Tudor has been our leading scorer.  Tyler Ervin has become 
a highly effective central midfielder.  And, when healthy, Adam Cadet and Sam Bishop have the talent 
to make great things happen on the field.
Q. What are your strengths?
A. The defense has been generally effective throughout the season, keeping us in games against op-
ponents with more physical and technical talent than us.
Q. What are your weaknesses?
A. There are a number of areas we can improve our playing.  Scoring and creativity in creating chanc-
es is an area where we are far weaker than we’ve been in the past.  We need to get much stronger in 
the air all over the field.  We need to improve our touch, especially our first touch, so that we can do a 
better job both in possession and finishing.
Q. What are you predictions for the end of the season and postseason?
A. I think we are going to continue facing a difficult struggle against a challenging schedule for the 
remainder of the regular season.  I’m hoping for a 6-10 seed at the tournament draw and possibly 
finding a path where a single gargantuan upset could spring us to a championship.



SPORTS
Madeira Golf  ‘08

Matt Luther

     
     Led by returning district qualifier Doug Tuke, the golf team returned five out of the six varsity play-
ers from last year.  After the Mustangs were denied a CHL title last year, they seem poised this year 
to make a solid run for CHL and Sectional Champions.
     The best players for the Stangs so far, Matt Longsworth, Doug Tuke, Nate Gulick, and Kenny 
Groll, have consistently been shooting in the low 40’s or high 30’s.  Matt “Long Bear” Longsworth has 
made the most improvement over the years, remaining mentally tough and relying on his crisp ball 
striking to prevent bad holes that in the past ruined his scores.  Equally as talented is Kenny Groll; 
he has been playing the most consistent golf in his life by being strong in all aspects of the game and 
has played the best for Madeira the past three matches.
     Nate Gulick and Doug Tuke, both four-year varsity golfers, have been the foundation of the team.  
Each has been first team all-CHL and contended for the title for best golfer in the league.  They have 
a chance to be among the best in the city as well.
     Despite Madeira’s success, the team lost to Indian Hill in the CHL Preview early in the year.  Indian 
Hill then lost to Wyoming, tying both Madeira and Indian Hill for first place in the league.  Since then, 
Madeira has beaten top ranked Seven Hills, Summit Country Day, and Wyoming three times.   After 
the regular season is over, Madeira hopes to make a deep run into the tournament, possibly making 
it to The Scarlet Course in Columbus for the state finals.  Until then, Madeira will continue to win one 
match at a time.



SPORTS

     What does it take to be number one?  Just ask the girls’ soccer team, who is currently undefeated 
(7-0-1) and ranked number one in Ohio. “It’s the first time we’ve been ranked number one in the state, 
so I’m excited that the girls can get recognition from the other coaches. But we have to remember, 
the ultimate goal is to finish the season as number one in the state,” says Coach Brady.  Last year the 
Amazons made it all the way to the final four, but their title hopes were dashed in a 2-1 heartbreaking 
loss to Hamilton Badin. 
     In addition to making it to the final four, last year’s team captured a CHL Title, and this year, they 
plan to do it again.  “The 2008 team has an opportunity to win back to back CHL titles with wins over 
Taylor and Mariemont,,”  Brady stated. “It’s definitely within reach.” 
     This year’s team features a mix of younger as well as experienced players, but Coach Brady is 
well-aware that all championship teams have a strong contingent of seniors. “The senior class has 
presently won fifty-two games in three and a half years, which is clearly the most for any class in 
school history. A state championship would certainly be a great way to send off our seniors.” If  they 
can avoid injuries and continue playing the way they are right now, the next issue of Mustang Echoes 
might include a photo of a state championship trophy.    

What Does it Take 
to be Number One?

Zach Seiden



SPORTS
Girls Tennis

Interview with Mrs. Maslow

Q. What is your current record?
A. 5-6
Q. Who are the key athletes on your team?
A. All of the girls are equal in strength; they all started around the same time and have improved on 
similar levels. 
Q. What are your strengths?
A. The team is very cohesive; everyone gets along well. 
Q. What are your weaknesses?
A. The girls don’t seem to realize their potential.
Q. What are you predictions for the end of the season and postseason?
A. Because of the unfortunate set-up of our sectionals tournament, we are placed against some of the 
best teams in the city: CHCA, Cincinnati Country Day and Indian Hill. Because of this, we would be 
lucky to make it to the semi-finals of the sectionals. 



GAMES
Word Scramble
                         Fall Sports Edition

TANGUMS
_______________

LABTOOLF
_______________

EHNGIOOMCM
_______________

ORECSC
_______________

NEITSN
_______________

FGOL
_______________

LLOLLBYEVA
_______________

SuDoku
Level: 4



GAMES
Scavenger Hunt

Where in MHS
 is this picture?

Turn your guesses into Mr. Kitchen 
with your name, grade, and common time 

for a chance to win a free newspaper next issue



LOCAL
Subway Makes a Stop
in Downtown Madeira

Chris Ballweg
    
      Students of Madeira High School, are you looking for a new, fresh place to eat over the course of 
the next school year? Well, the answer to all your problems may be moving into downtown Madeira. 
In the open storefront, between the Catholic Shop and Starbucks, a sign was erected over the sum-
mer saying, “ New Subway Coming Soon.” Subway, the world’s third largest fast food chain, is mov-
ing into Madeira and offering a fresh new variety of things to eat. Currently there are not that many 
choices of places to dine in downtown Madeira, other than Brueggers Bagels and the occasional trip 
to J.K.’s Chili. Subway is sure to be a Madeira favorite, as it offers a good balance of healthy, great 
tasting food. The store is slated to open the first week in October, so be sure to keep your eye out for 
Madeira’s next great restaurant.



LOCAL

The Details:

Location: 
Sycamore Plaza Shopping Center
Type: 
Dine in or carry out
Food served:
 -Asain, Mediterranean, American, 
and customizable noodle and pasta 
dishes
-soups and salads
-Coca-Cola products

The Grades:

Price: A 
ranges from $4-$8
Quality: B+
very good quality, large portions
Atmosphere: A
very modern and clean
Parking: A-
only a short walk
Service: A
employees are friendly and helpful
Ryan’s dish--Wisconsin Mac & Cheese: A
Chris’s dish--Pesto Cavatappi with chicken: B

Restaurant Review:
Noodles & Co.

Chris Ballweg and Ryan Orme

Ryan’s overall grade: 

B+
Noodles & Co. is a great new restaurant close to Madeira

Chris’s overall grade:

B+
Noodles & Co. is a great place to eat for senior lunch



Entertainment

What Megan Thought:
     Righteous Kill had a great cast including award-winning actors Al Pacino and Robert De Nero.  Another interesting 
character was a “gangsta” night club owner and dealer on the side played by 50 Cent.  The entire cast was really well put 
together in my opinion and they all had a very dry sense of humor that kept me laughing even when I did not understand 
the plot.  The problem was that the audience was confused throughout the entire story because it sent the viewers in one 
direction, but ended out going a completely different way.  I would most definitely agree with the rating that the movie re-
ceived, an “R”, because there was a lot of language and a few senses that I wouldn’t want young eyes to see.  All and all, 
I would recommend the movie if you want to hear some really dry humor coming from two older men.  Though the movie 
does have some good one-liners and a couple wisecrack jokes, do not prepare to be blown away by anything earth shat-

tering because nothing of the sort presented itself. 

Movie Review:
Righteous Kill 

John Bascom & Megan Korengel

Rated: R
John and Megan’s grade: Thumbs sideways

What John Thought:
     Below are actors Robert De Nero and Al Pacino from the new blockbuster, Righteous Kill.  In it, they play two vet-
eran New York City police officers trying to find a connection between a recent murder and a case the duo thought they 
solved a long time ago.  The dilemma is that there may be a serial killer on the loose and the cops might’ve put the 
wrong man behind bars.  After more and more people get killed by a mysterious gunman who leaves notes on his vic-
tims, the story unravels into the officers possibly even looking for somebody who knows the victims personally.
     Starting off in the bust of a suspected criminal played by 50 Cent, the film shows great chemistry between De Nero 
and Pacino as they work, talk, laugh and disagree together.  What would otherwise be very yawn-inducing scenes end 
up being decent due to the duo.  Watching these men was by far the most entertaining aspect of the movie.  It really 
makes the audience think that De Nero and Pacino are great friends in real life. The underlining factor about these two 
is that their presence, especially when together, is unexpectedly comical.  Yet, the film doesn’t stand on chemistry alone.  
Righteous Kill has a very monotonous feel after the first half hour, and I found myself  wondering when it would end, 
while also anxious to see who would be the killer.  Video tapes of 
one of the character’s confessions to murder cause for further 
curiosity.  Other side actors including Donnie Walberg and Carla 
Gugino brighten the screens cloudy play.  Unnecessary curses and
a sexuality scene along with some mild gun violence add to the 
film’s “R” rating.  Due to Righteous Kill’s excellent actors and 
intriguing plot, I give it a thumb’s sideways.  It’s worth seeing it once,

 but maybe wait until it comes to DVD.   

  



Entertainment

     2008 has been one of the best years for movie releases, but of all the great movies that came out, 
“The Dark Knight” was by far the most popular.   By 8/26/08, it had made a total of 489 million dollars.  
“The Dark Knight” is the sequel to the 2005 movie “Batman Begins.”   However, while the old Batman 
movies were known to have really dark scenery, which some people found slightly irritating, in “The 
Dark Knight,” the lighting is much brighter and more engaging for the viewers.
     What people appear to like most about “The Dark Knight” is the performance of Heath Ledger as 
Batman’s biggest enemy, the Joker.  Reviewers say no one could have done it better, and most con-
cur that Heath Ledger easily beats Jack Nicholson’s Joker in the Batman film of 1989.  Reviewers 
also say that “The Dark Knight” was Heath’s grand finale right before his tragic death from an ac-
cidental overdose on January 22, 2008.  Ledger undoubtedly stole the movie and completely disap-
peared into the role of the Joker. 

Here...We...Go!
Zach Seiden



COOKING
Healthy Snacking:

3 Recipes for a Lonely Night
John Bascom

After living in America for long enough, one sees a lot:  the way people behave, Presidents coming 
and going, gas prices rising, schoolwork piling, and much more.  However, what people sometimes 
overlook is the idea of a healthy snack.  A snack that’s not high in fat or sugar, but tastes better than 
an ice-cream sandwich.  The benefits of a healthy snack go beyond fulfilling the itching hunger lying 
somewhere in that neutral void between the stomach and the brainwaves.  It can also relieve stress 
or simply provide the satisfaction of making something that actually tastes good.  Here are some 
suggested snack recipes that a teenager with some free time could make.  Whether your reason for 
hunger is lack of food, the munchies, or maybe loneliness, this is a fun way to improve your cooking 
skills and indulge in the final product of your creation.    

1.  Stuffed Celery
Serving Size:  16  
Prep:  15 minutes. 
Ready:  15 minutes
INGREDIENTS:  1(8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened, 2 tablespoons sour cream, ¼ cup 
chopped walnuts, 20 green olives with pimento, chopped, 1 bunch celery, cut into bite-size pieces
DIRECTIONS:  In a medium bowl, mix together the cream cheese and sour cream. Stir in the walnuts 
and chopped olives.  Spread filling onto the celery pieces. It’s also good on crackers.  
2.  5-minute Guacamole
Serving Size:  6  
Prep:  5 minutes 
Ready:  5 minutes
INGREDIENTS:  1 medium ripe avacado, peeled and cubed, 1 tablespoon salsa, 1 clove garlic, 
peeled, ¼ teaspoon salt
DIRECTIONS:  In a food processor, combine all ingredients, cover and process until smooth.  Trans-
fer to a small bowl and serve immediately.
3.  Watermelon Cooler Slushy
Serving Size:  5
Prep:  10 minutes 
Ready:  10 minutes
INGREDIENTS:  4 cups cubed, seedless watermelon, 10 ice cubes, 1/3 cup of fresh lime juice, ¼ cup 
white sugar, 1/8 teaspoon salt.  
DIRECTIONS:  Place watermelon and ice into a blender.  Pour in lime juice, sugar and salt.  Blend 
until smooth.



ETC.
What’s Up With Ger?

David Wood

What are some of the most difficult challenges you face as a first-time parent?
“The biggest challenge I faced was a complete lack of knowledge of what needs to be done and 
when. One of those first nights I was panicking because I didn’t know what to do about brushing the 
little guy’s teeth… not realizing they weren’t there, yet. Fortunately, my wife and the grandparents are 
there to keep me on track.”

What aspect of parenting has created the most conflict/ discussions in your household?
“The aspect of parenting that causes the most discussion/ conflict is how my wife is a lot more strict 
and cautious then I am. It doesn’t bother me as much if Will doesn’t ware a bib or if he falls down.”

Where did the famous “turtle dance” come from?
“My college friends introduced me to Techno Bowl (the first video game with real NFL players). The 
game had some glitches, and the best teams had some literally “unstoppable” plays. I had never 
beaten my friend, who was a former wrestling state champ from California. We were tied at the end 
of the game with him driving towards the winning score using his unstoppable play. Somehow, on the 
game’s final play, the computer glitches its glitch, and I intercepted the ball and returned it all the way 
for a touchdown and the victory! I spontaneously erupted into what is now known as “the turtle.” The 
first turtle dance was cut short when my friend lifted me above his head by the throat, but from then 
on, it was the featured move in my dancing repertoire. “



ETC.
Polls

Abby GIlfilen & Liz Van Hulle
based on questions answered by students in 1st period study hall

What is your favorite flavor of ice cream? 
Black raspberry: 21%

Cookies and cream: 14%
Chocolate: 14%

Vanilla: 11%
Mint chocolate chip: 11%

Chocolate chip: 6%
Cookie dough: 3%
Coconut chip: 3%

Coffee: 3%
Pumpkin: 3%

Strawberry: 3%
Blueberry: 2%

Peanut butter chip: 2%
Raspberry chocolate chip: 2%

What is your favorite kind of movie? 
Comedy: 65%
Action: 14%
Horror: 6%

Romantic comedy: 5%
Drama: 4%
Mystery: 2%

War: 2%
Kung fu: 2% 



ETC.
Presidential Election Poll Results

Lauren Christman & Maria Meyer

    We recently polled 94 seniors about the upcoming presidential election. We asked 
everyone if they are old enough to vote, which candidate they support, whether or not 
their parents’ votes affect their own vote, and what they think some of the most impor-
tant issues are.

33% are old enough to vote.
29% say their parents’ votes affect their own.
35% support Barack Obama, while 25% of people who can vote plan to vote for him.
56% support John McCain, while 62% of people who can vote plan to vote for him.
9% of all people polled said they would vote for neither, while 13% of people who can 
vote said they would vote for neither candidate.
Some of the most important issues include the economy, the war in Iraq, foreign policy, 
and gas prices.



ETC.

   
  Is your current hobby too childish?  Do you want your hobby to be childish?  Was your favorite show of all 
time recently cancelled? 
  No matter what your problem, we have a solution; get a hobby!  Jobs are boring and obsessions get in our 
way, but hobbies are very different.  You get to know people better, and you have a good time.  These hobbies 
are probably all activities you’ve heard of before, and this paragraph may sound like a cheesy, “buy this
product for only three easy payments of $19.99” ad, but if you’re reading this article, trust me...you’re bored.

1.  Do you like eating more than doing activities or exercising?  
YES   NO 
2. Are you considered a typical “dungeons and dragons”  nerd?
YES   NO
3. As a kid, did you like to dress up?
YES   NO
4.  Do you hope to someday travel the world?
YES   NO
5.  Do you like a strange variety of music?
YES   NO
6.  Do you pay a lot of attention to how things look?
YES   NO
7.  Are you picky in what you do?
YES   NO
8.  Do you love scifi and/or fantasy movies?
YES   NO
9.  Would you rather watch cartoons on Tv than other things?
YES   NO
10.  Are you good at memorizing?
YES   NO
11. Do you like to voice your views?
YES   NO
12.  Are you into what most people think is strange?
YES   NO

Quiz:
I Need a (Geeky) Hobby!

Abby Gilfilen



ETC.
If you answered yes to both:

1 and 7: 
You should consider taking up cooking. If you don’t already cook, try making something besides 
cheese dip for snack, and pack your lunch or something. Try videojug.com’s food and drink section.
2 and 8:
choice 1: Heroscape. Geeky, huh?  Well, when reading such a spontaneously written article as I need 
a [geeky] hobby, and answering yes to the question “Are you considered a typical ‘dungeons and 
dragons’ nerd?” you have to expect it to be a little geeky.  But believe me, it is becoming quite a trend.
choice 2:  Ohio Renaissance Festival. Of course it’s not REALLY about the Renaissance, more about 
a bunch of people who want to dress up like fairies and create gory torture museums. Hey, why do 
you think I recommended it to you?
3 and 9:
Cosplaying.  Hmmm... never heard of it? They’re people who have the courage to dress up like anime 
(Japanese cartoon) characters, in real life, for conventions, and all that. They’re the future of comic-
book nerds (and much more worldly- I may add). Ask people you know about such and check your lo-
cal library for mangas and anime, and last of all, unless your friends are really into Cosplaying, you’re 
going to need a lot of research.
4 and 10:
Learn a foreign language! Travel the world! Meet celebrities you’ve never heard of! Wow, sounds like 
a good life. I can’t guarantee you’ll live it, but still, wouldn’t it be cool to say you speak another lan-
guage besides English or Spanish or French? Maybe Cantonese! Or Portuguese! 
Or Japanese! Or something else with an “ese.”
5 and 11:
You may like DJing. Yes, DJing. Like Tom Petty’s “The last DJ”  and The Ting Ting’s “Great DJ”.  And 
the DJ at the last wedding you went to, but, not only can you DJ , you can DJ on YOUR OWN ra-
dio station for up to $20 a month on Live365.com. You can play what you wanna play, say what you 
wanna say.  Hey, hey,hey.
6 and 12:
Graphic designing, drawing, and sketching are all good. You probably already know if this is your area 
of skill, but try different areas of the subject. Try to draw what you like. Draw your friends.  Sketch 
your dog. If you like fashion, draw clothes. If you like architecture, design a building.

I apologize for anything cheesy, and I also somewhat apologize for anything taken offensively.

Results



FEATURES

Newspaper Staff 2008
“There’s nothing funny about the news.”

Meet the Echoes Staff



FEATURES

Chris Ballweg (senior) I currently participate in football and baseball. Next year I hope to attend 
either The Ohio State University or University of Kentucky and study engineering. I have a sister who 

is a sophomore at Madeira and a brother who is a seventh grader at St. Gertrude.

John Bascom (junior) I love babysitting, hanging out with my best friend Theo, or hitting up the 
drums from Rock Band with my other best friend Bryce.  During the past year, I have found that find-
ing a quiet place to be alone is something I need to do weekly in order to escape the realities of life 
and retreat to my thoughts.  Music is another big part of me, as my iPod of only 199 songs is always 

within reach.  Some of my favorite bands are The Smashing Pumpkins, Brand New, Bright Eyes, Tak-
ing Back Sunday, Blink 182, and Goo Goo Dolls.  I am a follower of Christ, and I hope to live my life in 

the best of His wishes.



Johnny Carpenter (sophomore) I’m huge on sports. My favorite and my best sport is wrestling. 
I have been wrestling for a while now and have made some pretty big accomplishments. Besides 

sports, I love hanging out with friends on the weekends and when we don’t have school. Last but not 
least, after my friends and sports comes a very big section in my life, and that is video games. I can 

play Xbox 360 anywhere any day. 

Lauren Christman (senior) I’m involved with tennis, theater, NHS, teen counseling, and the One-on-
One program. Next year I want to major in economics or business administration at Louisville, Ohio 
State, Indiana, or Clemson. My younger sister is a freshman this year, and my younger brother is in 

sixth grade.

FEATURES



FEATURES

Abby Gilfilen (freshman) I wear red lipstick almost every day, and I like the colors green and fus-
chia, even if I wear a lot of grey and black. I don’t really know why I signed up for Newspaper  Staff.  

Maybe I wanted to do something significant for the school, but maybe it’s just that I like to write.  I’m a 
freshman, and I’m very small, so I’m most definitely the “kid” in the newspaper class. I wrote a fash-
ion article, even though I hate that I like fashion. I like cooking, drawing, and listening to music.  And 
that’s pretty much every kind of music including the most hyper, bubblegum-y j-pop to scream-y emo 
music to some punk-rock music that only cool people still listen to.   Mostly, I like listening to music.

Megan Korengel (junior) I am looking to attend either the University of Kentucky or Indiana Universi-
ty in the next few years.  I LOVE to watch One Tree Hill with my friend, Mackenzi and I am obsessed 

with Kenny Chesney.  I am also a first time cheerleader.



FEATURES

Matt Luther (senior) I am planning to attend either The Ohio State University or The University of 
Cincinnati.  I enjoy nights of playing Call Of Duty 4 with my wingmen Brian Wagers and Kevin Mo-

rande as well as playing some golf before a Friday night football game.  I also drive a Buick Century 
with a speedometer that reaches 85 mph. 

Maria Meyer (senior)  I have lived in Madeira my whole life, but have only been in Madeira City 
Schools for four years because I went to St. Gertrude for grade school. My older brother graduated 
from Madeira in 2006 and I have two younger siblings at Madeira.  I am still undecided on where I 

want to go to college, but Ohio State and Loyola Chicago are possibilities.



Ryan Orme (senior) I plan on attending The Ohio State University, The University of Cincinnati, or 
The University of Kentucky.  I plan on majoring in communications or journalism. I am a big Cincinnati 

Bearcats basketball and football fan, and I enjoy attending games. 

Katy Scherer (junior) My favorite TV shows are The Office, House MD, and Arrested Development. I 
love to play tennis, travel, and read. In my free time I am usually spending time with my friends. After 
high school, I plan on majoring in communications or business to get a career in advertising or ac-

counting. I’m currently interested in University of Alabama, Clemson University, and 
Indiana University. 

FEATURES



Zach Seiden (sophomore) I am fifteen years old.  On weekends, the main thing I enjoy doing is 
hanging out with my friends.  I also like playing video games here and there.  My favorite sport is 

hockey, which I play in the winter; I also play tennis in the spring.  I used to play football but stopped 
in order to continue with hockey.  My favorite sports team is the Cincinnati Bengals, and even though 

they aren’t very good, it’s still more fun rooting for the team from your hometown.  

Elizabeth Van Hulle (junior) I live with my parents and three siblings. I have an older brother named 
Jamie, who is in his junior year of college at OSU, a little sister named Mary Clare, who is in the fifth 
grade at Saint Gertrude, and a younger brother named Joey. You may know him… he is a freshman 

here at Madeira. I play viola and I am going into my fourth year at Blue Ash Youth Symphony 
Orchestra. One of my favorite classes is Psychology. I love animals, especially my pets! I have two 
Main Coon cats named Lily and Lucy, a guinea pig named Cuddles, and a super hyper Yorkshire 

terrier puppy named Bella. I love writing, and I am really looking forward to being in newspaper this 
semester! 

FEATURES



David Wood- senior. I play football, basketball, and baseball. My weekends usually consist of a nice 
family board game. I really enjoy nice romantic walks on the beach.

FEATURES

If you would be interested in making a contribution to our Mustang Echoes 
student newspaper, please send a check, made out to Mustang Echoes, to the 
following address:

Madeira High School 
Attn: Mr. Kitchen

7465 Loannes Drive
Cinti, OH 45243

THANK YOU!


