
 

 

Tuesday, October 22, 2013 

Madeira High School fall musical is Nov. 14-16 

Contributed By: Judy Andrews | Madeira Theatre Arts 

Back row: George Grandi & Ted Graeter front row: Maggie Griffin, Luke Graeter, 
Eryn Kramer, Maria Ramos, Sarah Andrews, Ben Holliday & Taylor Kneip, all of Madeira, rehearse a scene from "The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 

Madeira High School Theatre Arts has traditionally done a play every fall, followed by a spring musical. 
 
This year, MTA is breaking with tradition by staging the musical comedy “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” as their fall production. 
 
The show is a long one-act musical, centered on a fictional spelling bee set in a geographically 
ambiguous middle school. Six quirky adolescents compete in the Bee, run by equally-quirky grown-ups. 
At each performance, audience members have the opportunity to join in the fun by participating 
alongside the young spellers. 
 
Ben Holliday, a senior, is Vice Principal Panch, the official “word pronouncer” of the bee who provides 
ridiculous examples when asked to use words in a sentence. 
 
Junior Sarah Andrews is Rona Lisa Peretti, the official hostess of the bee, who views it as a complex 
cerebral sporting event – and the highlight of her year. Andrews and Holliday also play Olive’s parents 
in the fantasy scene, which provides a poignant moment in the midst of the comedy. 
 
A comfort counselor, played by senior Taylor Kneip, is on hand to help eliminated spellers by handing 
out juice boxes. The six spellers, played by seniors Maggie Griffin, Luke Graeter, Eryn Kramer and 
Maria Ramos; junior Ted Graeter; and freshman George Grandi, are a quirky bunch. Loaded down with 
the need to win, insecurities, personality tics and odd memory aids, they give the audience lots of 
reasons to laugh. 
 
Because of the audience participation, director Dianna L. Davis promises a unique experience at every 
show. “Spelling Bee” performances are at 7:30 p.m. Nov.14, 15 and 16, with a 2 p.m. matinee Nov. 16, 
in Medert Auditorium at Madeira High School. Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 for students and can be 
purchased online at seatyourself.biz/madeira. 
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