
Where the Red Fern Grows 
Chapters 10 – 12 Comprehension 

 
Vocabulary:  Find the word on the indicated page.  Figure out the meaning from the 
context clues.  Use a dictionary to better understand the meaning of the word.  
Remember, your definition must match the correct usage of the word within your 
book. 
 
Chapter 10   Chapter 11   Chapter 12 
1.  nonchalantly (92) 6.  Rile (101)   9.  hued (112) 
2.  spellbound (93)  7.  Cunning (103)  10.  disposition (112) 
3.  belligerent (94)  8.  Ventilating (107) 11.  leering (112) 
4.  predicament (95)     12.  begrudgingly (113) 
5.  abounded (98)      13.  maneuver (121) 
 
Extended Response Questions:  Answer ALL parts of each questions.  YOU KNOW 
WHAT TO DO!!! ! 
 
Chapters 10 & 11 
1.  Billy went “coon crazy” in these chapters.  He was out hunting all of the time.  
Describe Old Dan’s predicaments in the muskrat den and in the hollow tree.  Include 
how Little Ann helped in both situations.  *** You are describing 2 separate 
incidents. 
 
2.  Why did Billy say a prayer just before he left for home?  Also, what did he 
mean when he said “My second prayer wasn’t just said with words”? 
 
3.  Billy shows his resourcefulness and his devotion for his dogs in chapters 9 & 10.  
What character qualities did Billy demonstrate as he helped save his dogs?  Billy 
believes God helped him save Little Ann.  Explain this idea and how it applies to 
what gave Billy the idea that saved her?  
 
Chapter 12 
4.  Explain why the Pritchards were so widely disliked.  Use this information and 
make a connection with Bridge to Terabithia. 
 
5.  Tell about the bet that Rubin and Rainie made with Billy.  Then, explain why 
Billy was reluctant to accept the bet and why he finally did accept it. 
 
6.  Define “ghost coon.”  Use details from your book to aid and support your 
definition. 
 
7.  Why do you think Billy’s grandfather enjoyed bragging about Billy and his dogs?  
Make a connection with this idea.  You can use an example from your own life, 
another book, a movie, or even someone else you know.  
 


