
Where the Red Fern Grows 
Chapters 11-15 

 
Vocabulary: 
 
1.  ventilating (107)   5.  leering (212)  9.  monotonous (150) 
2.  rile (101)    6.  squatty (122)  10.  solemn (145) 
3.  trough (106)   7.  heedless (145) 
4.  disposition (112)   8.  codger (147) 
 
 
Extended Response Questions: ……you know what to do….. 
 
Chapter 11 
1.  Explain what you think about Billy to go out hunting when it had been snowing.  Would you 
have gone out under those conditions if you had been him?  Justify your response. 
 
Chapter 12 
2.  If you were Billy’s grandpa, what would your disposition be in response to how Rubin and 
Rainie treated him? How would you respond to them?  Explain your ideas. 
 
Chapter 13 
3.  Do you believe Billy’s decision to spare the ghost coon was wise?  Support your response 
with at least 3 reasons. 
 
Chapter 14 
4.  What characteristic traits did Billy demonstrate by agreeing to give his little sister the 
championship cup before leaving for the hunt?  Explain your ideas with quotes! 
 
Chapter 15 
5.  Explain whether or not you believe the superstition about the owls?  How do you think this 
will affect the plot? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Billy said 2 prayers during the winter hunt.  Describe the purpose of each prayer.  Compare 
the prayers and Billy’s attitude for each prayer. 
 
7.  This story is told from whose point of view?  How would the story change if told from 
Grandpa’s point of view?  From Rainie’s point of view?  From Pa’s point of view? 
 
8.  “Laying down on my stomach, with my heart beating like a trip hammer, I wiggled my way to 
Rubin’s grave.”  Identify the type of figurative language that the quote contains.  Explain the 
meaning of the quote and the effect the author intended to have on the reader. 
 
9.  How does what Grandpa declares make Billy “feel like the luckiest boy in the world”? 
 
10.  Why did Billy feel out of place with the other hunters?  Why did he feel like he belonged 
there?  Which do you believe would have been the strongest feeling?  Justify your response. 
 


