
 
 

February 24, 2015 
Dr. Richard Ross, Superintendent 
Ohio Department of Education 
25 South Front Street 
Columbus, OH  43215-4183 
 
Dear Dr. Ross: 
 
This week the Madeira City School District joined districts across the state and nation in implementing the new PARCC 
and AIR state-mandated testing. After witnessing the monumental amount of time and resources our faculty, staff and 
administrators have spent in preparing for, and now executing these tests, I am profoundly concerned that they are 
neither relevant nor important to the high quality instruction Madeira City Schools has been proud to provide for over 
80 years.   
 
State and federal legislation regarding high stakes testing has been enacted with little or no regard to best educational 
practice. Public school districts have been given no option but to administer the tests as mandated by law.  And yet, 
many of our parents are now seeing first hand the amount of time that these tests are taking and questioning the 
overall value of their results.  I would tend to agree with them. 
 
The Madeira City Schools Board of Education and I have discussed these concerns at great length. While everyone 
can agree that school districts should have some measure of accountability to its taxpayers, I would argue that when 
those measures impact an organization’s ability to accomplish its core mission, assessment in the name of 
accountability has gone too far.  This is certainly the case in our K-12 public schools. I urge you as an educational 
leader in this state to advocate for reducing the amount of state mandated testing and demand a more common sense 
approach that balances the needs of what we know about our students with how they learn.  In Madeira, we are about 
kids and high quality teaching and learning, not testing. 
 
Three clear recommendations have been talked about amongst my colleagues that I would like you to consider: 

1. Continue to review the state mandated test schedule and advocate for reducing the amount of testing to one 
content area per grade level, per school year, starting no sooner than the third grade. 

2. In your review of testing, stay focused on the state mandated tests and not on limiting the amount of diagnostic 
or meaningful formative assessments that actually help teachers in guiding instruction.  The survey you 
recently sent out neglected to focus on the state mandated tests. 

3. As more mandates are discussed and debated amongst the politicians in Columbus, I urge you to support your 
colleagues in the field and stand up for public education and against the misguided policies of lawmakers. 
Insist that lawmakers and the Ohio Department of Education involve local school leaders on any educational 
changes PRIOR to implementing new laws. The students of Ohio demand nothing less from the state 
superintendent of public instruction. Students and valuable instructional time are at risk when we chase 
practices that are not research-based or for that matter, are contrary to what educational research would say is 
effective. 

 
I have been meeting the past few months with area superintendents and board members from southwest Ohio about 
how we can work together to effect change and return local control back to our communities.  To that end, parents and 
community members of Madeira will be asked to join me in sharing their views with our elected officials on state and 
federally mandated testing as well as other significant issues related to our loss of local control. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Kramer 
Superintendent 
Madeira City Schools 
 
cc: 
Senator Bill Seitz 
Representative Jonathan Dever 
Ohio School Board Representative Pat Bruns, District 4 


